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AMEMBASSY PRETORIA 

CONFIDENTIAL BLANTYRE 1328 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, MI, RH 

SUB J : JOSHUA NKOMO VISIT TO MALAWI 

REF: A. BLANTYRE 1181 

B. BLANTYRE 1249 (NOTAL) 

1. AFP RELEASE NOV 5 DATELINED SALISBURY REPORTED JOSHUA NKOMO 
DEPARTED SALISBURY FOR TWO-DAY VISIT TO MALAWI AT INVITATION 
PRES BANDA TO GIVE LATTER OUTLINE OF RECENT MEETINGS WITH 
RHODESIAN PRIME MINISTER SMITH. 

2. GOM MEDIA HAVE NOT REPORTED VISIT, WHICH IS USUAL POLICY, 

BUT EMB CONFIRMED NKOMO ARRIVED AFTERNOON NOV 5 FROM SALISBURY. 
REASON FOR ABSENCE OF PRES BANDA FROM DINNER IN HIS HONOR 
NIGHT NOV 5 WAS "URGENT STATE BUSINESS" SUGGESTING ABSENCE RE- 
LATED TO NKOMO VISIT. 

3. EMB HAS NO RPT NO HARD INFORMATION ON INVITATION NOR 
DISCUSSIONS. EARLIER VISIT BY NKOMO FACTION DELEGATION 
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INVITATION AT INITIATIVE OF BANDA, AS REPORTED AFP, EMBASSY 
SPECULATES IT COULD SIGNIFY BANDA S INCREASING CONCERN OVER 
TURN OF EVENTS WITHIN ANC AND FUTURE IMPACT ON MALAWI OR POSSIBLE 
RESPONSE TO REQUEST BY SMITH THAT BANDA INVITE NKOMO FOR TALKS 
OR COMBINATION OF BOTH. 

4. WE KNOW THAT PRES BANDA PREFERS NEGOTIATED SETTLEMENT TO 
RHODESIAN PROBLEM (SEE PARAS 2 AND 3 REFTEL A) AND THEREFORE 
FAVORS NKOMO OVER MUZOREWA AND SITHOLE ALTHOUGH HE HAS NOT 
PUBLICLY TAKEN SIDES. 

5. EMBASSY WILL REPORT ADDITIONAL INFORMATION AS A VAIL ABIE. 
HOFFMAN 
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